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The statistics for Messiah College graduates compare favorably to the most recent national averages 

reported by the National Association of Colleges and Employers (NACE) in their “First Destination for the 

College Class of 2018” report. (Please note: the national Class of 2019 data from NACE will not be 

available until summer of 2020). The following statistics show the national averages for the primary activity of 

the Class of 2018 as reported by NACE: 65.3% employment (compared to 81% for Messiah grads); 

19.2% 
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EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 
81% of the Class of 2019 reported employment as their primary status following graduation.  Graduates who 

are in full-time work, part-time work, and missions/volunteer service are considered employed for the purpose 

of this survey.  The chart below shows the breakdown of the types of employment for the Class of 2019.  The 

survey also included an optional question about average starting salary.  Of the 450 graduates for which we 

obtained responses and verifiable information, 62 graduates answered this question; of these, 73% reported 

starting salaries between $30,000 and $60,000.  The mean salary was $51,240.00.  

 

 

*Please note: the following definitions were used: 

Full time-30+ hours/week; includes post graduate internships, fellowships, entrepreneur experience, freelance, contract work 

Part time - less than 30 hours/week; includes all activities listed above 

Missions/Volunteer Service - includes positions that are unpaid, self-funded, or have a stipend; military is also included  

 

INDUSTRY REPRESENTATION OF GRADUATES     
The top three industries by survey respondents include: 1) Business/Accounting/Financial Services, 2) 

Education, and 3) Nursing/Healthcare. 
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GRADUATE & PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL INFORMATION 

19% of the Class of 2019 reported graduate or professional school as their primary activity following 

graduation.  The following graph displays fields of study which represent graduate and professional 

programs attended by these Messiah College graduates.  The top three fields self-identified by survey 

respondents include 1) Education/Social Science/Government, 2) Sciences (Biology, Physical, & Health 

Professions) and 3) Occupational Therapy/Physical Therapy 

 

 

GRADUATE SCHOOLS ATTENDED BY THE CLASS OF 2019 

The Class of 2019 received acceptance to a wide variety of graduate and professional programs.  Below 

is a sample of specific colleges and universities. 

 

Cornell Law School 

Dickinson Law School 

Drexel Thomas R. Kline School of Law 

Drexel University 

Evangelical Seminary 

Georgetown University Law Center 

Georgia Tech 

Carnegie Mellon University 

Messiah College 

Penn State Hershey College of Medicine 

Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine 

Syracuse University 

Temple University 

Texas A&M University 

The Ohio State University 

The Pennsylvania State University 

The Robert Larner, M.D. College of 
Medicine at The University of Vermont 

Thomas Jefferson University 

University of Delaware 

University of Maryland 

University of Minnesota 

University of Pennsylvania 

University of Pittsburgh 

University of Rhode Island 

University of South Florida 

University of Tennessee 
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*According to Messiah College’s academic policies, “students may complete more than one major within the 

normal timeline and requirements for each baccalaureate degree. A student pursuing a double major must 

determine which major is the primary major and which is secondary. The primary major determines whether a 

B.A. or a. B.S. will be granted.” 

(https://www.messiah.edu/download/downloads/id/2385/2017_Advising_Handbook_VII_Academic_Policie

s.pdf) 

APPENDIX: SUMMARY OF POST-GRADUATE ACTIVITY FOR THOSE WITH SECONDARY MAJORS 

/download/downloads/id/2385/2017_Advising_Handbook_VII_Academic_Policies.pdf
/download/downloads/id/2385/2017_Advising_Handbook_VII_Academic_Policies.pdf
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SPECIFIC DESTINATIONS BY ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT  
*denotes a student’s secondary major;  
**denotes majors that are now discontinued, renamed or redistributed into existing programs 

 
Ar t and Design 

ART EDUCATION 
Art Teacher, Port Chester-Rye School District, Port Chester, New York 
Art Teacher, Paxtonia Elementary School, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Art Teacher, Harrisburg Christian School, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Long Term Substitute, West Warwick Public Schools, West Warwick, Rhode Island
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Graduate Student, M.D., The Robert Larner, M.D. College of Medicine at Vermont, Burlington, Vermont 
Graduate Student, Dentistry, Maurice H Komberg School of Dentistry, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, MBA, Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 
 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
 Lab Technician, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, Virginia  
 Graduate Student, M.S. of Plant Pathology, Penn State University, State College, Pennsylvania 

AmeriCorps Cape Cod Year 21 Member, AmeriCorps Cape Cod, Barnstable, Massachusetts* 
 

MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
Graduate Student, Medical Laboratory Science, Penn State Health Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, Pennsylvania 

 
SUSTAINABILITY STUDIES 
Corps Member, AmeriCorps Cape Cod, Barnstable, Massachusetts 
Direct Support Professional, New York Foundling, Port Jervis, New York 
Assistant Women’s Lacrosse Coach, Franklin & Marshall College, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Self Employed, Hayner Farm, Pennsylvania 
Building Substitute, Dauphin County Technical School, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Zookeeper Intern, Trailside Zoo at Bear Mountain State Park, Tomkins Cove, New York 

 
Chemistry and Biochemistry  

BIOCHEMISTRY 
Laboratory Services Representative, UPMC Pinnacle, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Research Associate, Penn State Hershey Medical Center, Hershey, Pennsylvania 
Clinical Research Associate, Chesapeake Urology, Towson, Maryland 
Employee, Menasha Packaging Company, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, M.S. in Global Health Delivery, University of Global Health Equity, Butaro, Rwanda 
Graduate Student, D.O.
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 Video Editor, Select Medical, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania  
 Stage Technician, Sight & Sound Theatres, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
 Director of Communications, Hamilton Hills Church, Fishers, Indiana 
 Audio Video Producers, MADSQUARED, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia 
 

JOURNALISM 
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1st Grade Teacher, Northside Elementary, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
1st Grade Teacher, Montgomery County Public Schools, Rockville, Maryland 
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Electrical Engineer, Exelon, Peach Bottom, Pennsylvania  
Applications Engineer, Maxim Integrated, San Jose, California* 
 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
Applications Engineer, Maxim Integrated, San Jose, California 
Teaching Assistant, Engineering Department, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Electrical Engineer, Stanley Black and Decker, Towson, Maryland 
Development Engineer, Philips Ultrasound, Reedsville, Pennsylvania 
Electrical Engineer, Sechan Electronics, Litiz, Pennsylvania 
Software Engineer, Lockheed Martin, King of Prussia, Pennsylvania* 
Electrical Engineer, Exelon, Peach Bottom, Pennsylvania*  

 
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING 
Entry Level Water Design Engineer, Gannett Fleming, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 
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 Graduate Student, MPH of Health Promotion and Community Health, Texas A&M, College Station, Texas 
 Graduate Student, M.S. of Occupational Therapy, University of the Sciences, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  

Graduate Student, DPT, Campbell University, Buies, North Carolina 
 Graduate Student, M.S. of Occupational Therapy, Drexel University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 Graduate Student, BSN, Penn State Harrisburg, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
 Graduate Student, M.S. of Occupational Therapy, Messiah College, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
 Graduate Student, M.S. of Occupational Therapy, Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 Graduate Student, BSN, Penn State Harrisburg School of Nursing, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
 Graduate Student, DPT, Arcadia University, Glenside, Pennsylvania 
 Graduate Student, M.S. of Occupational Therapy, Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 
ATHLETIC TRAINING 

 Athletic Trainer, NovaCare Rehabilitation, Doylestown, Pennsylvania 
 Athletic Trainer, Drayer Physical Therapy, Dillsburg, Pennsylvania 
 Athletic Trainer, Shippensburg Physical Therapy and Sports, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania 

Chiropractic Assistant, Foster Family and Sports Chiropractic, Middlesex, Pennsylvania 
Athletic Trainer, Lancaster General/Penn Medicine, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Athletic Trainer, Lourdes Hospital, Binghamton, New York 
Athletic Trainer, Point University, West Point, Georgia 

Athletic Trainer, ATI Physical Therapy, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, Doctor of Occupational Therapy, Murphy Deming College of the Health Sciences, 
Fisherville, Virginia  
Graduate Student, M.S. of Human Performance, Lynchburg, Virginia 
Graduate Student, DPT, Arcadia University, Glenside, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, DPT, Arcadia University, Glenside, Pennsylvania 
 
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION WITH TEACHING CERTIFICATION 
Health and Physical Education Teacher, Gettysburg Area High School, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Health and Physical Education Teacher, Gettysburg School District, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
Physical Education Teacher, Vida Charter School, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
 
NUTRITION AND DIETETICS  

 Dietetic Internship, University of Arkansas for Medical Science, Little Rock, Arkansas 
 Dietetic Internship, Messiah College, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
 Nutrition and Regulatory Assistant, The Hershey Company, Hershey, Pennsylvania 

Dietetic Internship, Messiah College, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Dietetic Internship, Messiah College, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Dietetic Internship, Lenior-Rhyne University, Hickory, North Carolina 
Dietetic Internship, D’Youville College, Buffalo, New York 
Dietetic Internship, Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama 
 
SPORT MANAGEMENT 

 SPORT MANAGEMENT
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Project Assistant, Suara Rakyat Malaysia, Petaling Jaya, Malaysia 
Graduate Student, Ph.D. of Physics, Pennsylvania State University, State College, Pennsylvania* 

 
PHYSICS 
Graduate Student, Ph.D. of Physics, Pennsylvania State University, State College, Pennsylvania 

 
Modern Languages 

CHINESE STUDIES 
Radio Personality/Content Producer, 95.1 SHINE FM, Halethorpe, Maryland* 
 
GERMAN** 
Graduate Student, M. Div., Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia* 
 
SPANISH 
Private Instructor, The Music Studio, New Jersey 
Graduate Student, J.D. of Law, Drexel Thomas R. Kline School of Law, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania* 
Program Intern, The Field for School Studies, Atenas, Costa Rica* 
 

SPANISH BUSINESS 
Graduate Student, MSW, Millersville University, Millersville, Pennsylvania 
 
SPANISH WITH K-12 TEACHING CERTIFICATE 
Spanish Teacher, Haverhill High School, Haverhill, Massachusetts 
Preschool Aide, Berks Christian School, Birdsboro, Pennsylvania 
 

Music 
MUSIC 
Account Executive, Chubb Insurance, Whitehouse Station, New Jersey 
Lighting Technician, Sight & Sound 
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Agency Assistant, Blue Marsh Insurance, Fleetwood, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, Doctor of Occupational Therapy, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, M.S. of Occupational Therapy, Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, M.S. of Occupational Therapy, Salem State University, Salem, Massachusetts 
 
PSYCHOLOGY 
Youth Soccer Coach, Soccer Shots, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Wellness Program Advisor, Elements Massage, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Therapeutic Support Staff, TW Ponessa, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Personal Care Assistant, Central Bucks School District, Furlong, Pennsylvania 
Coordinator of Latino Student Recruitment, Admissions, Messiah College, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Administrative Assistant/Case Manager, Alder Health Services, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Behavior Technician, Vista Autism Services, Hershey, Pennsylvania 
Adventure Tour Guide, Mahina Tours, North Shore, Hawaii 
Therapeutic Support Staff, TW Ponessa & Associates, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Employee, Easterseals Western and Central Pennsylvania, State College, Pennsylvania 
Behavior Therapist, Early Autism Project Malaysia, Kuala Lampur, Malaysia 
Employee, Behavior Therapy International, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
Director of Student Ministries, Faith Church, Montour, Pennsylvania 

Therapeutic Support Staff/Creative Dramatics Specialist, In Him Christian Wellness, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 
Therapeutic Staff Support, Laurel Life, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, M.S. in Clinical Mental Health Counseling, Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York 
Graduate Student, Post-baccalaureate Hearing and Speech, University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland 
Graduate Student, J.D., Cornell Law School, Ithaca, New York 
Graduate Student, M.S. of Mental Health Counseling, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, M.S. of School Psychology, Millersville University, Millersville, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, M.A. of Marriage and Family Therapy, Evangelical Seminary, Myerstown, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, Behavioral Science, University of Rhode Island, South Kingstown, Rhode Island 
Graduate Student, M. Div., Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia 
Therapeutic Support Staff, Penn Foundation, Sellersville, Pennsylvania* 

  

Social Work  
Victim Witness Coordinator, Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Intake Caseworker, York County Children, Youth, and Families, York, Pennsylvania 
Administrative Clerk, Victim Services Division and Cumberland County District, Carlisle, Pennsylvania  
Graduate Student, M.S.W., University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee 
Graduate Student, M.S.W., Simmons University, Boston, Massachusetts 
Graduate Student, M.S.W., University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, M.A. of Counseling, Lancaster Bible College, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Graduate Student, M.S.W., Monmouth University, West Long Branch, New Jersey 
 

Sociology 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE**  

 Deputy Sheriff, Cumberland County, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
 Back and Front-End Employee, Prince Street Café, Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
 OFle, Pennsylvania 
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Theatre and Dance 
DANCE 
Administrative Assistant, The Salvation Army, Boston, Massachusetts 
Marketing Assistant, En Arabesque Dancewear, Doylestown, Pennsylvania 
 
DIGTIAL MEDIA (Church Media concentration) 
Freelance Sound Designer, Self-employed, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 
 
MUSICAL THEATRE 
Actor, Clear Space Theatre Company, Rehoboth, Delaware 
Style Consultant, Target, Seattle, Washington 
  
THEATRE 
Teaching Artist/Designer, Open Stage of Harrisburg, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Actress, Philadelphia Young Playwrights, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

IT Associate, Sports Info Solutions, Coplay, Pennsylvania 

 


