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ARTISTIC TEAM
Director .............................................................................................. Elizabeth Angelozzi
Assistant Director ..................................................................................... Carmi Wilmot
Co-Stage Managers ....................................................... Sunny Almeyda, Megan Eich
Scenic Designer .............................................................................. Tymberley Whitesel
Costume Designer .......................................................................... Elizabeth Angelozzi
Assistant Costume Designer ...................................................................
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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Greetings, Y’all! Welcome to Truvy’s. It’s no doubt that many of 
you have seen Steel Magnolias before or watched the iconic film. This 
familiarity, along with its strong female cast of characters, are the two 
main reasons I chose this show. 
   Steel Magnolias is like stepping into a warm hug after years of social 

distancing. Quarantine prevented us from seeing our loved ones, 
congregating to worship, attending the theatre, and yes, getting our hair 
styled. The fact that we are all here together sharing this experience 
reminds me of the Magnolia tree itself. The roots of the tree are strong, 
the leaves are sturdy and evergreen. The blossoms are beautiful, graceful, 
delicate, and fleeting, but regenerate every year with proper cultivation. 
As long as we keep our community strong and our roots in faith we will 
continue to thrive come what may.
  Although this script has stood the test of time, there are definitely 

some portions that are “dated” and hit our ears differently today. In the 
mid 1980’s mental health was not taken as seriously as it should have 
been. Same-sex partnering was still considered scandalous and being 
“Born Again” was considered cult-like behavior. We as theatre makers 
do not necessarily agree with every single line in every single show we 
present. Because we are dealing with copywritten material, we are not 
permitted to cut or change any of the dialogue in the show. We feel the 
overriding theme of this show is a wonderful one: Life goes on.
  We hope you have as much fun watching this show as we had putting it 

together. Thank you for supporting live theatre!

Elizabeth Angelozzi

HISTORY
Steel Magnolias originally opened Off-Broadway at the WPA Theatre, in New 
York City, on March 28, 1987. The story is based on the true experience of 
the playwright, Robert Harling and his family surrounding the death of his 
sister, Susan, from diabetic complications after giving birth to her son. A 
friend advised Harling to write to help him deal with his grief. He wrote a short 
story to give his nephew to preserve Susan’s memory. The story evolved into 
a play in 1987 and then adapted into a film in 1989. Steel Magnolias debuted 
on Broadway in 2005 and has toured, and has been produced in several 
international productions, regionally, and is a very popular staple in both 
community and high school theatres. In 2012 the play was adapted into a 
television film for Lifetime featuring Queen Latifah as M’Lynn.
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CAST BIOS

Clara Bellot (M’Lynn, Annelle, Ouiser Understudy) is a first-year musical 
theatre major and is thrilled to be a part of this amazing show! Previous credits 
include Annie Get Your Gun (Annie Oakley), Clue (Mrs. Peacock), and Once 
Upon a Mattress
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Jillian Stoltzfus (Annelle Dupuy-Desoto) is a sophomore majoring in math 
with teaching and minoring in theatre. She is so excited for the opportunity to 
be in this show and is grateful for Elizabeth and the entire cast and crew. Past 
credits include A Year with Frog and Toad (Squirrel/Mole) and Through the Years: 
A Musical Cabaret (Cinderella’s Godmother). She would like to thank God, her 
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