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CLINTON:  Thank you.  Thank you very much. 
 
BROWN:  Senator Clinton, welcome to you. 



here in Pennsylvania, in Indiana where I was yesterday, and elsewhere, because it did seem so 
much in-line with what often we are charged with. 
 
Someone goes to a closed-door fund-raiser in San Francisco and makes comments that do seem 
elitist, out of touch and, frankly, patronizing.  That has nothing to do with him being a good man 
or a man of faith. 
 
We had two very good men and men of faith run for president in 2000 and 2004.  But large 
segments of the electorate concluded that they did not really understand or relate to or frankly 
respect their ways of life. 
 
And I think that is an issue for voters, as I've heard today from people I visited in Scranton and 
elsewhere.  So this is a legitimate political issue.  And there are some issues that are not.  But this 
one is. 
 
And I do believe that Senator Obama will have a chance to explain himself tonight.  And I'm sure 
he will take that opportunity. 
 
BROWN:  Let's talk about your faith.  And we wa



embrace me, would be, I think, trivializing what has been an extraordinary sense of support and 
possibility that I have had with me my entire life. 
 
MEACHAM:  Senator, you -- right after New Hampshire, you and I had a conversation a couple 
of days after that in which you described your moment in the setting where you said that you 
worked very hard and it was seen as a turning point by many people.  You described that as a 
moment of grace. 
 
CLINTON:  Yes. 
 
MEACHAM:  So that is a specific in... 
 
CLINTON:  Right, right.  Well, you know, Jon, it is -- it is perhaps a reluctance on my part that 
is rooted in my personal reserve, rooted in the way I was raised, that I worry and I -- you know, I 
understand you want to ask a lot of personal questions, and I appreciate that. 
 
But I also worry, as I suggested to you in that same interview, that you have to walk the walk of 
faith.  And talking about it is important because it's important to share that experience.  But I also 
believe that, you know, faith is just -- it's grace.  It's love.  It's mystery. It's provocation. 
 
It is everything that makes life and its purpose meaningful as a human being. 
 
CLINTON:  And those moments of grace are ones that I cherish and, you know, in asked a 
specific question about how I felt when I shared my belief that politics is not a game, it is not a 
who's up, who's down. 
 
I mean, it is a serious search and we are so fortunate because we have taken the gifts that God 
gave us and we have created this democracy where we choose our leaders and we have to be 
more mindful of how important and serious a business this is. 
 
And, therefore, when I say politics is not a game, it is really coming from deep within me because 
I know that we have the opportunity to really give other people a chance to live up to their own 
God-given potential.  And that, to me, is the kind of grace note that makes politics worthwhile.  
Because, believe me, there's a lot about it that is not par



BROWN:  Let's bring a question in from one of the religious leaders joining us tonight.  Dr. Joel 
Hunter, who is senior pastor of the 12,000-member Northland Church in Longwood, Florida.  Dr. 
Hunter? 
 
CLINTON:  How are you, Dr. Hunter?  Good to see you. 
 
PASTOR JOEL HUNTER, NORTHLAND CHURCH:  I'm fine, Senator.  Good to see you.  
Senator, many of the issues we're going to be talking about tonight, Darfur, AIDS, abortion, 
torture, could present you with choices that will have life and death consequences for countless 
people around the world.  What are the first principles you fall back on to make such decisions? 
Are there certain activities or references or people with whom you consult in order to do what is 
morally right? 
 
CLINTON:  You know, Dr. Hunter, I think this is one of the challenges that face any of us who 
are in public life where literally you do have the authority to make these decisions that could very 
well be life and death decisions and they are daunting and I do not pretend to know how I will 
deal with every single one of them. 
 
But I do have a sense of the process by which I will try to approach them.  And it really is rooted 
in, you know, my prayer, my contemplation, my study.  I think you have to immerse yourself in 
advice, information, criticism from others.  I don't pretend to even believe that I know the 
answers to a lot of these questions.  I don't. 
 
But I do believe that you have to be willing to expose yourself to many different points of view 
and then you have to make that decision.  I think that for a lot of us, decisions are ones that you 
don't just make and put on a shelf.  To be fair to be constantly struggling and challenging 
yourself, you have to keep opening up that decision and asking. 
 
CLINTON:  And very often, as you know, some decisions look like they're 100-to-nothing until 
you actually examine them.  And some decisions truly are right down the middle, and you're not 
sure which side of the line you will decide upon. 
 
You mentioned some of the very difficult decisions that we are going to face, and there are 
countless more.  How do we get out of Iraq the right way?  Everyone knows there is no easy, 
comfortable decision. 
 
I believe we've got to begin taking our troops out of Iraq based on my analysis of what I think is 
the best path forward for us and for the Iraqis.  But I am deeply aware that there will be 
predictable and unpredictable consequences.  And part of making a decision is having to live with 
the consequences. 
 
And I have been very fortunate in my life to have people whom I feel very comfortable talking to 
openly, with total frankness, seeking their guidance.  They don't all agree with me; they don't all 
share my view, when I start the conversation, perhaps. 
 
But I don't think you can surround yourself only with people with whom you think you will 
agree.  And, for me, being amongst people who challenge me, who make me uncomfortable, to be 
very blunt, is an important part of my decision-making process. 
 
I want to push back; I want to argue; I want to raise other hypotheticals and throw them back to 
see what the outcome is. 



 
But at the end of the day, since we are running to be the president of the United States, you have 
to be comfortable making a decision, because you cannot say, "Well, let's put it on the back 
burner and then get back to it some time when it's clearer," for many of these decisions.  And then 
you have to live with the consequences. 
 
But I hope I will never, ever find myself being defensive or abrupt and dismissive of people who 
disagree with me.  I regret that that often happens in politics, and maybe it's because oftentimes 
the decision-making process is so exhausting. 
 
You know, if you're a person of faith, after you've prayed, if you're a person willing to subject 



children as possible for the good of the state.  And where abortion was criminalized and women 
were literally forced to have physical exams and followed by the secret police and so many 
children were abandoned and left to the orphanages that, unfortunately, led to an AIDS epidemic. 
 
So, you know, when I think about this issue, I think about the whole range of concerns and 
challenges associated with it and I will continue to do what I can to reduce the number and to 
improve and increase the care for women and particularly the adoption system and the other 
opportunities that women would have to make different choices. 
 
BROWN:  Senator, I want to go to the other end of the spectrum and the end of life and ask you, 
do you believe it is compassionate, that it is appropriate to let someone who is really suffering 
choose to end  
their life? 
 
CLINTON:  Again, this is one of those incredibly challenging issues.  You know, the Terry 
Schiavo case in Florida posed that for many people.  And it was one of those decisions to go back 
to Dr. Hunter's point, where there were people of good faith and people of strong feelings on both 
sides about what should happen to that woman's life. 
 
And I don't know that any of us is in a position to make that choice for families or for individuals, 
but I don't want us also to condone government action that would legitimize or encourage end of 
life decisions.  Somehow there has to be a framework for us to determine how can people who are 
either able to make these decisions on their own do so?  Or if they are not, how best do we create 
a decision process for their families to try to decide? 
 
And now we are being faced with a lot of these difficult decisions because of what the world we 
live in today with modern technology and so much else.  And we're going to have to come to 
grips with them one way or another. 
 
BROWN:  We've got to take a quick break, a commercial break. We'll be back.  Much more with 
Senator Clinton, right after this. 
 
(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 
 
BROWN:  Welcome back to "The Compassion Forum", everyone.  We're here with Senator 
Hillary Clinton. 
 
And, Senator, there are a lot of Americans who are uncomfortable with the conversation that 
we're having here tonight.  That they believe religion already has way too much influence in 
political life and public life.  How do you reassure them? 
 
CLINTON



right and even an obligation to speak from that wellspring of your faith.  But to do so in a 
respectful and inclusive way. 
 
So I understand why some people, even religious people, even people of faith might say, why are 
you having this forum?  And why are you exploring these issues from two people who are vying 
to be president of the United States? 
 



 
Reverend Shaw? 
 
CLINTON:  He is.  Hello, Reverend Shaw.  Good to see you again. 
 
REV. WILLIAM J. SHAW, NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION:  Senator. Current  
U.S. policies toward developing countries -- trade policies, make it sometimes extremely difficult 
for poor people to access inexpensive, generic drugs for the treatment of AIDS and other 
sicknesses. 
 
How would you shape the policies of your administration to ensure that the poor would have 
access to and could secure the drugs that they need to improve the quality of their lives, of their 
families and even the future of their country? 
 
CLINTON:  Well, Reverend Shaw, I agree with your description of this problem, and I believe 
that our government must do so much more to get generic drugs and low-cost drugs to people 
suffering. Not only from HIV/AIDS, but the range of diseases that affect disproportionately the 
poor.  It's one of the reasons why I voted against the free trade agreement with Central America, 
because there was a provision that would give even more power to our pharmaceutical companies 
to prevent exactly doing what you are discussing. 
 
I have been an outspoken advocate in urging that both our great pharmaceutical companies -- 
which do a lot of good.  Because, after all, they invent the compounds and put them together that 
the generics then are able to copy. 
 
But we need to do much more to get our pharmaceutical companies to work with us to get the 
drug costs down and to open the pathway for generic drugs.  And that's going to take presidential 
leadership. 
 
I commend President Bush for his PEPFAR initiative.  It was a very bold and important 
commitment, but it didn't go far enough in opening up the door to generics and getting the costs 
down. 
 
And as president, I will do that. 
 
MEACHAM:  Senator, we've heard about HIV/AIDS.  Many people here are concerned about 
Darfur and a number of other humanitarian issues. Why do you think it is that a loving God 
allows innocent people to suffer? 
 
CLINTON:  Well... 
 
(LAUGHTER) 
 
MEACHAM:  And we just have 30 seconds. 
 
CLINTON:  Yes.  You know, that is the subject of generations of commentary and debate.  And 
I don't know.  I can't wait to ask him. Because I have... 
 
(LAUGHTER) 
 
CLINTON:  I have just pondered it endlessly. 



 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
CLINTON:  But I do want to just add that what that means to me is that in the face of suffering, 
there is no doubt in my mind that God calls us to respond.  You know, that's part of what we are 
expected to do. 
 
For whatever reason it exists, it's very existence is a call to action.  Certainly in, you know, our... 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
CLINTON



 
Welcome. 
 
CLINTON:  Hello. 
 



 
LISA SHARON HARPER, N.Y. FAITH AND JUSTICE:  Thank you.  Senator Clinton, 
underdeveloped nations and regions that lack widespread access to education and basic resources 
like water, and they tend to be some of the most unstable and dangerous regions of the world. 
Places like Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan. 
 
Our national security is at stake, but our military is stretched. As president, would you consider 
committing U.S. troops to a purely humanitarian mission under the leadership of a foreign flag? 
 
CLINTON:  Well, let me start by saying, No. 1, I believe strongly that we have to get back to 
leading on issues like health care and education and women's rights around the world.  I have 
introduced legislation called The Education for All Act.  And it's bipartisan.  I introduced it first 
in '04 and then we reintroduced it on a bipartisan basis in '07. 
 
And the work that I would want to do to have the United States lead the world in putting the 77 
million kids who aren't in school into school, having us lead when it comes to health care, 
particularly in malaria, T.B., HIV/AIDS, but also women's health which has been woefully 
neglected. 
 
I believe we should demonstrate our commitment to people who are poor, disenfranchised, 
disempowered before we talk about putting troops anywhere.  The United States has to be seen 
again as a peacekeeper, and we have lost that standing in these last seven years. 
 
Therefore, I want us to have a partnership, government to government, government with the 
private sector, government with our NGOS and our faith community to show the best of what 
America has to offer.  You know, I really appreciated President Bush after the tsunami struck, 
asking his father and my husband to represent the United States and our concern for the people 
who have been devastated. 
 
And, yes, the military was there delivering supplies.  That sent a loud message and it was 
resonating throughout South Asia -- in Indonesia, the largest Muslim country in the world.  
America's favorability rose dramatically because we were seen as caring and compassionate 
toward those with whom we had very little contact or, in fact, some, you know, level of distrust 
previously. 
 
So I think we have to concentrate first and foremost on restoring our moral authority in the world 
and our standing in the world.  And there are lots of ways that the United States military can be 
helpful and can show the better face of America.  After the Pakistan earthquakes, we sent in 
military teams to help people.  So I think that is my emphasis right now. 
 
Before we get to what we might do hypothetically, let's see what we will do realistically to 
rebuild America's moral authority and demonstrate our commitment to compassionate 
humanitarianism. 
 
MEACHAM:  Senator, this is our last question for you.  To return to faith, do you believe God 
wants you to be president? 
 
CLINTON:  Well, I could be glib and say we'll find out, but I -- I don't presume anything about 
God.  I believe, you know, Abraham Lincoln was right in admonishing us not to act as though we 
knew God was on our side.  In fact, our mission should be on God's side.  And I have tried to take 



my beliefs, my faith and put it to work my entire life.  And it has been gratifying to do the little 
I've done to try to help other people, which is really what motivates me. 
 
CLINTON:  That's why I get up in the morning and see whether there's an individual I can help 



OBAMA:  Thank you so much for having me. 
 
BROWN:  So I'm going to start with something that's been in the news.  I don't have to tell you 
that you made some comments recently that are generating a lot of controversy.  And I want to 
remind the audience and our viewers of what you had said. 
 
You were talking about people here in small towns in Pennsylvania suffering economic hardship.  
And you said, quote, "It's not surprising they get bitter, they cling to guns or religion or antipathy 
to people who aren't like them." 
 
And to a lot of the religious leaders in this room, to a lot of decent, hardworking people out there, 
it may have come across as you attacking their values or their religion, suggesting that people are  
"clinging" to religion. 
 
OBAMA:  Well, first of all, you know, scripture talks about clinging to what's good.  And so it's 
very important -- my words may have been clumsy, which happens surprisingly often on a 
presidential campaign... 
 
(LAUGHTER) 
 
... but this is something that I've talked about before, I've talked about in my own life, which is 
that religion is a bulwark, a foundation when other things aren't going well.  That's true in my 
own life, through trials and tribulations. 
 
And so what I was referring to was in no way demeaning a faith that I, myself, embrace.  What I 
was saying is that when economic hardship hits in these communities, what people have is 
they've got family, they've got their faith, they've got the traditions that have been passed onto 
them from generation to generation.  Those aren't bad things.  That's what they have left. 
 
And, unfortunately, what people have become bitter about -- and oftentimes have told me about, 
as I traveled through not just Pennsylvania, but I was referring to states all across the Midwest, 
including my home state -- is any confidence that the government is listening to them.  They don't 
think that government is listening to them. 
 
So I think it is very important to understand -- and I think it's unfortunate that, in the political 
process, presidential campaigns, that people have been trying to misconstrue my words -- to 
understand that, you know, I am a devout Christian, that I started my work working with churches 
in the shadow of steel plants that had closed on the south side of Chicago, that nobody in a 
presidential campaign on the Democratic side in recent memory has done more to reach out to the 
church and talk about, what are our obligations religiously, in terms of doing good works, and 
how does that inform our politics? 
 
So I think that this is an example of, frankly, how the political debate can distract us from what is 
really at issue and that is:  How are we going to create a just and fair society where people are 
getting a fair shake?  And that's why I'm running this campaign. 
 
BROWN:  And Hillary Clinton, who was just here, said you're being  
elitist. 
 
OBAMA:  Well, that is, I think, a good example of what happens on the presidential campaign, is 
that we try to tear each other down instead of lifting the country up. 



 
OBAMA:  But, you know, the notion that somebody like myself, who has been working in 
churches since I got out of college. and whose entire trajectory, not just during this campaign, but 
long before, has been to talk about how Democrats need to get in church, reach out to 
evangelicals, link faith with the work that we do. 
 
The notion that somehow I am standing above that when that essentially describes much of what 
I've been doing over the last 20 years doesn't make much sense. 
 
MEACHAM:  Senator, do you believe that God intervenes in history and  
rewards or punishes people or nations in real time for their behavior? 
 
OBAMA:  You know, what I believe is that God intervenes, but that his plans are a little too 
mysterious for me to grasp.  And so what I try to do is, as best I can, be an instrument of his will.  
To act in what I think is accordance to the precepts of my faith. 
 
And, you know, if I'm acting in an ethical way, if I am working to make sure that I am applying 
what I consider to be a core value of Christianity, but also a core value of all great religions, and 
that is that I am my brother's keeper and I am my sister's keeper, then I will be doing my part to 
move his agenda forward. 
 
I don't know what that master plan is.  And I don't presume to know.  And I think that none of us 
know.  But what we do -- what I think we can do is to act in ways that are consummate with the 
values that we cherish. 
 
And sometimes that's harder to do in politics than it should be. But I think that's what's demanded 
of us. 
 
BROWN:  Let's take a question from Reverend Samuel Rodriguez, who is with us.  He is 
president of the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference. 
 
Reverend? 
 
REV. SAMUEL RODRIGUEZ, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL HISPANIC LEADERSHIP  
CONFERENCE:  Senator Obama, the vast majority of Americans believe that abortion is a 
decision to be made by a woman, her family and her doctors.  However, the vast majority of 
Americans similarly believe that abortion is the taking of a human life. 
 
The terms pro-choice and pro-life, do they encapsulate that reality in our 21st Century setting and 
can we find common ground? 
 
OBAMA:  I absolutely think we can find common ground.  And it requires a couple of things.  
Number one, it requires us to acknowledge that there is a moral dimension to abortion, which I 
think that all too often those of us who are pro-choice have not talked about or tried to tamp 
down.  I think that's a mistake because I think all of us understand that it is a wrenching choice 
for anybody to think about. 
 
The second thing, once we acknowledge that, is to recognize that people of good will can exist on 
both sides.  That nobody wishes to be placed in a circumstance where they are even confronted 



 
And if we can acknowledge that much, then we can certainly agree on the fact that we should be 
doing everything we can to avoid unwanted pregnancies that might even lead somebody to 
consider having an abortion. 
 
And we've actually made progress over the last several years in reducing teen pregnancies, for 
example.  And what I have consistently talked about is to take a comprehensive approach where 
we focus on abstinence, where we are teaching the sacredness of sexuality to our children. 
 
But we also recognize the importance of good medical care for women, that we're also 
recognizing the importance of age-appropriate education to reduce risks.  I do believe that 
contraception has to be part of that education process. 
 
And if we do those things, then I think that we can reduce abortions and I think we should make 
sure that adoption is an option for people out there.  If we put all of those things in place, then I 
think we will take some of the edge off the debate. 
 



where relieving pain and suffering may accelerate death in some situations and that's a decision 
that should be made by the individual, the family and the doctor. 
 
I don't think that it's appropriate to empower doctors themselves to make that decision.  But I 
think that it is important for us to be able to allow people who are terminally ill, in excruciating 
pain, to get the medicine they need to relieve that pain. 
 
BROWN:  By relieve that pain you mean hasten the end of life if they choose to? 
 
OBAMA:  And I think that there has to be very strict guidelines to ensure that somebody who is 
making a decision to relieve their pain that might take a week away from their life just because 
they are -- they are slipping into a coma quicker, for example.  That that is distinguished from -- 
or at least there's a possibility that they slip into a coma.  That that's distinguished from 
euthanasia in which someone else is making the decision for them. 
 
BROWN:  Let's go to Dr. Frank Page, who's with us, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 
 
Dr. Page? 
 
FRANK PAGE, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION:  Thank you, Senator Obama.  
Thank you for being here at Messiah College for the Compassion Forum.  Southern Baptists have 
been very active for years in sub- Saharan Africa in the HIV/AIDS relief ministries.  Sometimes 
orphan care, sometimes educational activities. 
 
But we also are involved in a ministry called True Love Waits, which has been credited by the 
government of Uganda from lowering the AIDS infection rate there dramatically from 30 percent 
to 6 percent. But we also teach a part of that, that faith has a role in the issue of HIV/AIDS.  Do 
you concur with that and would you elaborate on that, please. 
 
BROWN:  Can I just clarify, true love waits is an abstinence program. 
 
PAGE:  Abstinence based and faith based, yes. 
 
OBAMA:  Well first of all, congratulations to those who have been involved in that work.  I think 
it's important work.  And I think you may know my father came from this part of the world.  I 
visited Kenya multiple times.  I have been working with a group of grandmas who were helping 
AIDS orphans in Kenya. 
 
OBAMA:  Michelle and I, when we were traveling there, took an AIDS test before thousands of 
people to encourage the importance of them getting clear on what their status was and hopefully 
reducing infections. 
 
And, by the way, this is an area where -- this doesn't happen very often, so everybody should take 
note -- where I compliment George Bush.  I actually think that... 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
I actually think that the PEPFAR program is one of the success stories of this administration.  
We've seen a drastic increase in funding.  And terrific work is being done between the CDC, the 
NIH, local AIDS organizations, NGOs. 



 
My view is, is that we should use whatever the best approaches are, the scientifically sound 
approaches are, to reduce this devastating disease all across the world. 
 
And part of that, I think, should be a strong education component and I think abstinence 
education is important.  I also think that contraception is important; I also think that treatment is 
important; I also think that we have to do more to make antiviral drugs available to people who 
are in extreme poverty. 
 
So I don't want to pluck out one facet of it.  Now, that doesn't mean that non-for-profit groups 
can't focus on one thing while the government focuses on other things.  I think we want to have a 
comprehensive approach. 
 
I do think that -- and I've said this when I was in Kenya -- that there is a behavioral element to 
AIDS that has to be addressed.  And if there is -- if there's promiscuity and we are pretending that 
that's not an issue in spreading AIDS, then we're missing part of the answer. 
 
But I also think that -- keep in mind, women are far more likely to be infected now between the 
ages of 18 and 25 than are men.  And that's why focusing, for example, on the status of women, 
empowering women, giving them microbicides, or other strategies that would allow them to 
protect themselves when they sometimes in certain situations may not be able to protect 
themselves from having unprotected sex, all those things are going to be just as important, as 
well. 
 
MEACHAM:  Sir, in an earlier occasion in...      (APPLAUSE) 
 
... an earlier occasion in talking about your own daughters and talking about sex education and 
contraception, you said that you would not want your daughter "punished with a baby" if she 
made a mistake, that you would teach values and morals, but if something were to happen.  The 
phrase "punished with a baby" was jarring to a number of people.  Could you explain what you 
meant by that? 
 
OBAMA:  Well, keep in mind, on that same day, I said children are miracles, and so I think it's 
important not to parse my words too carefully here.  What I was saying was that my daughters are 
9 and 6. 
 
(LAUGHTER) 
 
And so if, at the age of 12 or 13, they made what I would consider to be a mistake, in having sex 
or unprotected sex, and ended up getting pregnant -- I think that statistically we know 12- or 13- 
year-olds who are having children are much more likely to be impoverished, are much more 
likely to have health problems, are much more likely to have trouble raising that child. 
 
And so all I meant was we want to prevent teen pregnancies.  And what we don't want to do is to 
be blind to the possibility that kids will screw up, just like, surprisingly enough, we as adults 
screw up sometimes. 
 
And, you know, we should factor in the possibility that they make mistakes in our approach to 
dealing with STDs, which is what I was being asked about at the time. 
 





 
CIZIK:  Frankly, there has been perceived, by many, millions, a war between science and faith.  I 
don't believe there's a war at all. In fact, the worlds of religion and science are coming together in 
amazing ways, including here on this campus. 
 
For example, you have young evangelical Christians who are leaders on developing what we call 
"creation care" or a policy on climate change.  And so let me ask you, you have already hinted at 
it, but let me ask you in specific. 
 
How do you relate your faith our personal convictions to science generally and science policy, 
and let's take an issue like climate and flesh that out, or take stem cells, something like that.  Just 
give us a little more indication of how you think. 
 
OBAMA:  Well, first of all... 
 
CIZIK:  Is that fair enough? 
 
OBAMA:  It is fair enough.  And you guys have done some terrific work on this.  So I want to 
congratulate you on that. 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
OBAMA:  And should it be part of God's plan to have me in the White House, I look forward to 
our collaboration. 
 
(LAUGHTER) 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
OBAMA:  So, look, the -- one of the things I draw from the Genesis story is the importance of us 
being good stewards of the land, of this incredible gift.  And I think there have been times where 
we haven't been and this is one of those times where we've got to take the warning seriously. 
 
I know that Al Gore was mentioned earlier.  By the way, I have to say, I think Al Gore won.  
And... 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
OBAMA:  And has done terrific work since.  But I think that we are seeing enough warning signs 
for us to take this seriously.  And part of what my religious faith teaches me is to take an 
intergenerational view, to recognize that we are borrowing this planet from our children and our 
grandchildren. 
 
And so we've got this obligation to them, which means that we've got to make some 
uncomfortable choices.  And where I think potentially religious faith and the science of global 
warming converge is precisely because it's going to be hard to deal with. 
 
We have to find resources in ourselves that allow us to make those sacrifices where we say, you 
know what?  We're not going to leave it to the next generation.  We're not going to wait. 
 



OBAMA:  We are going to put in place a cap-and-trade system that controls the amount of 
greenhouse gases that are going into the atmosphere.  And we know that that requires us to make 
adjustments in terms of how we use energy.  We've got to be less wasteful, both as a society and 
in our own individual lives. 
 
And having faith, believing that this planet and this world extends beyond us, it's not just here for 
us, but it's here for, you know, more generations to come.  I think religion can actually bolster our 
desire to make those sacrifices now.  And that's why, as president, I hope to be able to rally the 
entire world around the importance of us being good stewards of the land. 
 
BROWN:  All right, Senator Obama, we're going to take a quick break.  Everybody stay with us.  
We'll be right back.  When we come back, we'll ask Senator Obama what he will tell those 
Americans who say there's too much religion in government. 
 
(COMMERCIAL BREAK) 
 
BROWN:  Welcome back, everybody, to Messiah College in Grantham, Pennsylvania.  We're 
talking to the Democratic candidates about how the role of faith and compassion would play in 



in the pews. 
 
And so I found that very attractive and ended up joining the church when I got out of law school.  
Now, I have to say that, you know, in reports subsequently, there's been this notion that he was, 
by various terms, my spiritual adviser or my spiritual mentor.  You know, he's been my pastor. 
 
And what that means is, is that, you know, the ministries that have been built in that church 
community have been very important to me.  It also means that there are areas where we've 
disagreed on. And, obviously, the most recent loop that's been playing -- Reverend Wright's 
greatest hits, so to speak... 
 
(LAUGHTER) 
 
... are, I think, both a distortion of who he is and what the church has been about, but also 
express... 
 



 
And so what it taught me, and what it still teaches me, as I think about foreign policy now, is that 
Islam can be compatible with the modern world. 
 
OBAMA:  It can be a partner with the Christian and Jewish and Hindu and Buddhist faiths in 
trying to create a better world. 
 
And so I am always careful and suspicious of attempts to paint Islam with a broad brush because 
the overwhelming majority of the people of the Islamic faith are people of good will who are 
trying to raise their families and live up to their values and ideals and to try to raise their kids as 
best they can and that's something that I think we always have to remember as opposed to 
assuming a clash of civilizations that sometimes are overheated rhetoric that politically is talked 
about. 
 
BROWN:  Let's go to Reverend Jim Wallis. 
 
Reverend Wallis, he is president of Sojourners, a Christian social justice organization. 
 





And partnering with faith communities, I think we can achieve that as long as it's within the 
requirements of our Constitution.  We make sure that it's open to everybody.  It's not simply the 
federal government funding certain groups to be able to evangelize. 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
BROWN:  Let's go to Dr. David Gushee, who is the president of Evangelicals for Human Rights. 
 
Dr. Gushee? 
 
DAVID P. GUSHEE, MERCER UNIVERSITY:  Senator Obama, recently yet another 
disturbing memo emerged from the Justice Department.  This one said that not even interrogation 
methods that, quote, "shock the conscience" would be considered torture nor would they be 
considered illegal if they had been authorized by the president. 
 
Senator Obama, this kind of reasoning shocks the conscience of many millions of Americans and 
many millions of people of faith here and around the world.  Is there justification for policies on 
the part of our nation that permit physical and mental cruelty toward those who are in our 
custody? 
 
OBAMA:  We have to be clear and unequivocal.  We do not torture, period.  We don't torture. 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
OBAMA:  Our government does not torture.  That should be our position.  That should be our 
position.  That will be my position as president.  That includes, by the way, renditions.  We don't 
farm out torture.  We don't subcontract torture. 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 
OBAMA:  And the reason this is important is not only because torture does not end up yielding 
good information -- most intelligence officers agree with that.  I met with a group -- a 
distinguished group of former generals who have made it their mission to travel around and talk 
to presidential candidates and to talk in forums about how this degrades the discipline and the 
ethos of our military. 
 
It is very hard for us when kids, you know, 19, 20, 21, 22 are in Iraq having to make difficult 
decisions, life or death decisions every day, and are being asked essentially to restrain themselves 
and operate within the law. 
 
And then to find out that our own government is not abiding by these same laws that we are 
asking them to defend?  That is not acceptable.  And so my position is going to be absolutely 
clear. 
 
And it is also important for our long-term security to send a message to the world that we will 
lead not just with our military might but we are going to lead with our values and our ideals. That 
we are not a nation... 
 
(APPLAUSE) 
 



OBAMA



And the biggest danger, I think, for those of us of


